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i MEMORANGUM FOR  : Advauced Research Prajects Agsecy
| Attention: Mr. Lawrence . Cise

SUBJECT ¢ “Recovery Probabilities™ {LM3T-445228,
dated 13 May 1959}

| I. Im response to a regusst from your aifice thers is

; atiached a report by Lockheed, the primne contractor for CORONA,

; which pertaias to the probadility of the loss of efther the camars or

t tho casetle containing the flim. Involved aisc is destruction, esch

! time, of the vehicle which carrias the Camers. The various data as

lé weil as the saveral types of destruct systems relative to the problem

| of prevesting isadverient loss in denied tarritory were reviewed with

! lockheed CORONA~clesred Project personnel by representatives of
this Agency ea 28 May. In attsndance 8180 were cognizant A BRI
personnal.

| <. Your concers with regard to inadvertent landing of any of
the several componsents is shared here and Lockhesd was requested

to proposs recomrcendations and designs of varicus destruct syatams
which might ba used to decrease the probability of loss ia dentec
territory. It was pointed out to Lockhead that the several destruct

j Systems must bave a very high reliability without increasing chances
of malfunction or of increasing the probability of loss of the entire
mission dus to complexities added to the basic CORONA systam. The
prime purposs of developing and continning the CORONA preject ia

the gathorimg of strategié intelligence and ita safe return to . 5,
hands. Any system daveloped as a SecuTitly measure must aot degrade
vehicle performance or inkerent vekicle and camera system reliability
beyoad scceptable 1mits,

¥ Also of prime concera are the safety facters which must
bs built into the capsule destenct system since if it {s recovered,
it wust bo then disarmed at the time the fiim is removed,

POTICE

Tais matiiial contains information o z the aational cdefense of the United Stales
within ta moaning of the espionose e THe B UA0, Secs. 783 end (34, the transmisein
or revelation of which & any mannor 10 an easuiliorizad jerses is prouidited ay law.,
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4. Estimates and desiges are expected here approximataely
15 June. GSince it is felt that this Agency's and ARPA's objeclives
are the same, wa would hope to meset with you after the receipt of
the Lockhead report.

»OR THE PEPUTY LIRECTOR (PLANE)

BY:
wILLIAM BURKE
.olonsl, USAF
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